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YOUTH ADVOCATES CONFERENCE

Three years on from the last national Youth Advocates Conference, youth advocates are 
still grappling with what is an increasingly complex jurisdiction. This year’s conference will 
further explore the impact of neurodisabilities, including drug addiction, on young people 
within the criminal justice system. The use of communication assistants has grown since the 
last conference and how they are utilised has been refined and defined. The conference will 
be an opportunity to upskill on these topics. The effects of the 2010 amendments are being 
well and truly felt, particularly in the area of child offenders/pushback and the extended 
nature of disposition options. 2018 is an opportune time to discuss what issues have arisen, 
now the changes to the legislation are bedded in. Our national conference will be a great 
opportunity to hear about regional practices and exchange ideas on how best to represent 
our young clients. This is one of the few opportunities to attend a CPD programme that 
is specific to the Youth Court. All youth advocates, experienced and new, should take this 
excellent opportunity to increase their knowledge base, and I look forward to seeing you 
there. 

Clare Bennett

13 
CPD hours

CHAIR

FROM THE CHAIR

Clare Bennett, Barrister, Auckland

Clare is a barrister practising in Manukau. She graduated from the University of Otago in 1986, practised in Hamilton 
until 1999 and then commenced practice in Auckland. Clare has been a member of the NZLS CLE Litigation Skills 
faculty since 2004 and has acted for young persons in the criminal jurisdiction at all levels since 1987. She has a keen 
interest in youth involved in the criminal justice system and has represented young people in the Youth, District and 
High Courts and has appeared in the Court of Appeal on appeals involving the youth justice legislation. Clare has 
spoken at both national and regional Law Society conferences on matters relating to youth justice on a number of 
occasions.

Cover artwork by young people from Te Maioha o Parekarangi youth justice residence.



PROGRAMME

DAY ONE

8.00-8.30 REGISTRATION

8.30-9.00 MIHI WHAKATAU

9.00-9.15 OPENING AND WELCOME  |  Chair: Clare Bennett

9.15-9.45 KEYNOTE ADDRESS – ISSUES AND INITIATIVES

  In his keynote address, Principal Youth Court Judge John Walker will discuss the complex 
issues that face many of the young people who come before the Youth Court: family violence; 
neurodisability; alcohol and other drugs; FASD. These all play into the broader picture of a 
young person’s paradigm. Judge Walker will outline his observations of what he is seeing in 
the Youth Court, the initiatives occurring to effect positive long-term change, and where there 
may be potential for improvement in our youth justice system.  

Presenter  Judge Walker

9.45-10.30 LEGISLATIVE CHANGES

 The Children, Young Persons, and Their Families (Oranga Tamariki) Legislation Act 2017 
changed the name of the Act to: “ (a) the Oranga Tamariki Act 1989; or (b) the Children’s 
and Young People’s Well-being Act 1989”. This session will explore some of the other main 
changes it has brought into force and how they may impact the practice of youth advocates. 

Presenter  Melanie Baker

10.30-11.00 MORNING TEA

11.00-11.45 TRANSFERS TO THE DISTRICT COURT ... EVEN PLAYING FIELD OR MINEFIELD?

 Often the results of s 283(o) applications are surprising – and sometimes they are astonishing. 
This paper looks at common features (if any) of cases which are transferred to the District 
Court for sentence.

Presenter  Colin Eason

11.45-12.30 THE PSYCHOLOGY OF YOUTH WHO OFFEND

 This session will look at the psychology of youth offending within a cultural framework, and 
its relevance to the work of youth advocates in Aotearoa. Drawing on Julia’s experience as a 
Samoan raised in a diasporic community, current research and clinical case studies, this session 
is aimed at strengthening the relationship between psychology and law; and all our work with 
youth and their families in the justice system.

Presenter  Julia Ioane

12.30-1.30 LUNCH

1.30-2.15 STAYING WELL WITHIN THE LAW

 Some jobs are tougher than others. In our diverse and challenging roles in youth justice, how 
do we: 

 • Hang tough when times are hardest?

• Present the best of ourselves to get the best results possible?

 A quick overview of evidence-based theories with practical applications that can assist you in 
your work (and lives). 

Presenter Paul Tupou-Vea
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2.15-2.45 DOES UNCONSCIOUS BIAS EXIST?

 The appellant was the driver of a car parked in a public carpark in an area often used as a 
thoroughfare by other road users. On this night, the police were using this driveway and 
stopped when they noticed a large Polynesian male walking towards the car the appellant 
was in. The police called out to the male. The male ignored the police officer. The police 
approached the car and subsequently searched it. Was this search lawful? Was racial profiling 
a motivating factor in the search of the car? Maria was counsel in the case and will discuss the 
case, the appeal and some of her conclusions. 

Presenter  Maria Pecotic

2.45-3.15 AFTERNOON TEA

3.15-4.30 A VIEW FROM THE BENCH

 A panel of three Administrative Youth Court judges will share their individual “view from the 
bench”. What are the current issues, practices and innovations on their minds? 

Presenters  Judges of the Youth Court

4.30-4.55 SPECIAL PRESENTATION – NGĀ MANU KŌRERO

 Our first day ends with a special presentation of Rangatahi perspectives delivered in  
oratory/whaikōrero style.

Presenters  Inspiring Rangatahi of Tamaki-makau-rau

4.55-5.00 WRAP UP  |  Chair: Clare Bennett

6.30-10.00 CONFERENCE DINNER  |  After-dinner entertainment

DAY TWO

8.45-8.50 WELCOME BACK  |  Chair: Clare Bennett

8.50-9.50 PRACTICAL IDEAS FOR USING TE REO & TIKANGA MĀORI IN YOUR PRACTICE

 In our work in youth justice (as well as the criminal justice system as a whole), Māori are 
overrepresented in the statistics of people appearing before the courts. As their advocates, 
what responsibility do we have to build our cultural capacity to engage with our clients and 
their whānau in order to best represent and advance their interests at court?

 In this session, we will look at: 

• The ideas of confidence, participation, and justice;

• The nature of the lawyer/client relationship;

• Practical ways Te Reo and Tikanga Māori can be incorporated into:
 -    better client and whānau engagement (and therefore confidence, participation,
      satisfaction);
 -    legal submissions; and
 -    formulating FGC plans.

Presenters  Chris Merrick 
Corin Merrick 

 9.50-10.10 MORNING TEA

10.10-11.20 FAMILY GROUP CONFERENCES: AN OPPORTUNITY TO INNOVATE AND CONSOLIDATE

 Not just apology letters, community work and reparation, but an opportunity to think outside 
the square, to innovate, and to craft a plan to identify and address issues using whānau and 
other resources, ultimately consolidating a bright and offence-free future for the young person 
and their family. 

Presenters  Judge Bidois
 Gene Tomlinson
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11.20-12.00 THE “WAR ON GANGS” IS OVER – WE LOST

 People are always talking about gangs: politicians declare war on them; police struggle to 
deal with them; and the public almost never seem to understand them. In this session Morgan 
will discuss the origins of New Zealand’s gangs, their growth, and how youth advocates might 
better deal with gang members and prospects in the justice system.

Presenter  Morgan Godfery

12.00-12.45 LUNCH

12.45-1.45 “I CAN’T DO SENTENCES” – COMMUNICATION ASSISTANCE AND JUSTICE

 For the majority of young people caught up in the justice system, the oral language demands 
are tüzálló tálba jkevés olajat teszünk és rá egy sor krumplit . . . it can all seem like a foreign 
language! 

 This session will help equip you to recognise oral language challenges faced by your clients 
and provide you with strategies to integrate into your practice, increasing your effectiveness  
. . . all delivered with a healthy dose of humour and creativity!

Presenter  Mark Stephenson

1.45-3.15 NEURODISABILITIES AND RELATED ISSUES

 This session brings together two experts in vital aspects of youth health, chaired by Judge 
FitzGerald. 

 CPMIP and fitness to plead

 Dr Armstrong will cover the workings of the Criminal Procedure (Mentally Impaired Persons) 
Act, with special reference to fitness to plead. 

 Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder and youth offenders

 Dr McGinn will discuss FASD – a common neurodisability with adverse outcomes when not 
diagnosed and treated young. The Youth Court is dealing with young people with FASD on a 
daily basis and the usual sanctions may not be effective to reduce reoffending. This session will 
describe the disability, identify red flags for when an FASD assessment may be needed, and 
describe how best to communicate with and accommodate the special needs of young people 
with FASD in the legal process.  

Presenters  Dr Caleb Armstrong 
Dr Valerie McGinn 
Judge FitzGerald

3.15-3.25 SHORT BREAK

3.25-4.25 BRAIN AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGES ASSOCIATED WITH DRUG ADDICTION

 Repeated consumption of drugs of abuse produces persistent changes in brain structure and 
function. Susan will discuss the current state of affairs concerning these changes particularly 
as they pertain to methamphetamine (“P”) addiction.

Presenter  Professor Susan Schenk

4.25-4.30 CLOSING COMMENTS  |  Chair: Clare Bennett

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVES

By attending this conference you will:

•  Gain further understanding of specific Youth Court and youth advocacy-related issues.

•  Gain valuable support and encouragement from meeting and liasing with other youth 
advocates.

•  Share your own and benefit from others’ ideas for improving youth advocacy practice, 
especially Family Group Conferences.

•  Increase your knowledge of and ability to use Te Reo and Tikanga Māori in your practice.

•  Improve your understanding of neurodisability issues that may affect your clients.
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SPEAKERS  

Morgan Godfery, Legal Issues Centre, 
Wellington

Morgan (Te Pahipoto (Ngāti Awa), 
Lalomanu (Samoa)) is a writer and 
trade unionist, and sits on the board of 
the Centre for Legal Issues. His writing 
appears in The Guardian, Sunday  
Star-Times and The Spinoff, and he 
appears on radio and television as a 
political commentator. 

Dr Caleb Armstrong, Practice92, 
Auckland

Caleb is a Fellow of the Royal Australian 
and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists, 
and an International Fellow of the 
American Psychiatric Association.  
He has worked across Australasia in 
clinical and medicolegal contexts, 
including District Courts as an expert 
witness, and Auckland’s Regional Youth 
Forensic Service.

Colin Eason, Pegasus Chambers, 
Christchurch

Colin has been a youth advocate since 
the inception of the Youth Court. In 
addition he practises in the Family 
Court and adult criminal jurisdictions at 
Christchurch.

Dr Valerie McGinn, The FASD Centre, 
Aotearoa

Valerie is a clinical neuropsychologist 
who specialises in the diagnosis and 
treatment of FASD. She provides FASD 
evidence to the Youth Courts throughout 
New Zealand so that the neurodisability 
can be recognised and accommodated. 
She is active in developing services and 
support for people with FASD and their 
families. 

His Hon Judge John Walker, Principal Youth Court Judge, Wellington

Judge Walker is the Principal Youth Court Judge of New Zealand and was appointed to that position 
in July 2016. He was first appointed to the District Court bench in 1994 with a jury trial warrant and 
Youth Court and Civil Court designations. Judge Walker was Executive Judge for Wellington  
(2004 – 2010), Specialised Regional Youth Court Judge for Wellington (2007 – 2010) and Advisory 
Member on the NZLS Continuing Legal Education Board (until 2007). Judge Walker was also 
appointed as Acting Chief District Court Judge and Acting Principal Youth Court Judge at various 
points from 2009 to 2014.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Dr Julia Ioane, AUT, Auckland

Julia is Samoan and lectures in 
psychology. She is a clinical psychologist 
working primarily in care and protection 
and youth justice. Her research interests 
involve youth offending and Pasifika 
epistemology and practice.

His Hon Judge Louis Bidois, District 
Court, Tauranga

Before his appointment to the bench in 
2002, Judge Bidois (Te Arawa) was a 
partner in Chadwick Bidois and a youth 
advocate. He received the Australasian 
Institute of Judicial Administration 
2015 Award for Excellence in Judicial 
Administration. 

Melanie Baker, Melanie Baker Law, 
Lower Hutt

Melanie (Ngati Mutunga, Ngati Tama,  
Te Atiawa) has been practising law in 
Lower Hutt since 1988 and has been a 
Youth Advocate since 1989. During this 
time Melanie has represented young 
people in a wide range of matters 
including some involving complex 
legal issues. In addition, Melanie is an 
experienced family and general criminal 
practitioner.

His Hon Judge Tony FitzGerald, District 
Court, Auckland

Judge Tony FitzGerald was appointed 
to the bench in 1999 and is based at the 
Auckland District Court. He works about 
70% of his time in the Youth Court and 
the rest in the District Court criminal. 
Judge FitzGerald is a member of the 
Principal Youth Court Judge’s Advisory 
Group, an editor of the Youth Court 
Bench Book, and a member of the Youth 
Court education committee.
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Professor Susan Schenk, Victoria 
University, Wellington

Susan is a Professor of Psychology and 
directs the Behavioural Pharmacology 
Laboratory. She focuses on brain and 
behaviour changes associated with drug 
addiction.

Chris Merrick, Mānuka Chambers, 
Auckland

Chris (Ngāti Wai, Ngāti Manaia) was 
admitted to the bar in 2008 and started 
his career as a Crown Prosecutor in 
Auckland. In 2012, he co-founded the firm 
Moala Merrick in Manukau, specialising 
in criminal defence and youth advocacy. 
Chris has practised as a Barrister since 
May 2017.

Paul Tupou-Vea, Clifftop Wellbeing, 
Auckland

Paul is a wellbeing consultant and 
trainer with a background in youth 
development programmes and education. 
He is currently completing post graduate 
study in Positive Psychology through the 
University of Melbourne.

Maria Pecotic, Verus Chambers, 
Auckland

Maria has over 24 years’ experience as 
a Barrister specialising in all aspects 
of criminal law. She has been a youth 
advocate for over 18 years and has 
represented youth offenders in the 
District Court, High Court and Court of 
Appeal.

Mark Stephenson, Talking Trouble, 
Auckland

Mark is a speech-language therapist 
and communication assistant whose 
work is focused on assisting vulnerable 
defendants and complainants negotiate 
the oral language demands of the justice 
system. As a researcher, he has devised 
and trialled an oral language assessment 
tool for use by youth justice professionals 
in New Zealand.

Gene Tomlinson, Gowing & Co, 
Whakatane

Gene has over 21 years’ experience as 
a trial lawyer and has been a youth 
advocate for the last 13 years. His practice 
is solely criminal law appearing regularly 
at all levels including Te Kooti Rangatahi.

Corin Merrick, Mānuka Chambers, 
Auckland

Corin (Waikato, Ngāti Whare, Ngāti 
Maniapoto) has been practising family 
law in Manukau since 2010 and acts for 
parties privately and on legal aid in a 
wide range of Family Court matters. She 
is also a youth advocate. Corin is fluent in 
Te Reo Māori.

SPEAKERS  

ACCOMMODATION

Accor hotels offers youth advocates a 15% discount off the best available rate at the Novotel Auckland Ellerslie 
or the Ibis Auckland Ellerslie when you book online (click “additional criteria” under booking dates) or directly by 
phone (0800 4444 22). 

Please quote the code BGPG when booking. Both of these hotels are within walking distance of the conference 
venue, Ellerslie Events Centre.
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YOUTH ADVOCATES CONFERENCE 
REGISTRATION

Last Name First Name Title

Firm/Organisation

Address

PO Box:  DX:

Street Address:

Suburb:

Town/City: Postcode:

Phone:

Email:

Dietary Requirements:

REGISTER
ONLINE AT:  
www.lawyerseducation.co.nz 

POST TO: 
NZLS CLE Ltd, PO Box 5041,  
Wellington 6140, DX SP20202

FAX TO:  
04 463 2986

INQUIRIES
0800 333 111
registrations@lawyerseducation.co.nz

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY. 
Please note: Minimum and maximum numbers apply. 
Registrations will be accepted on a first-come/first-served 
basis. Registrations close 10 working days before the 
presentation date (the closing date). NZLS CLE Ltd reserves 
the right to cancel any session that does not reach the budgeted 
minimum number of registrations. This decision will be 
made on the closing date and a full refund will be made to 
each registrant of the cancelled session. If you cancel your 
registration before the closing date, a refund will be made, less 
a $200 administration fee. After the closing date, there will 
be no refund. You may transfer your registration to another 
person until five working days before the presentation. Please 
advise NZLS CLE Ltd  in writing of the change.

PRIVACY ACT 1993 
The information requested on this registration form is for 
NZLS CLE Ltd and the sponsors only.    

   
I do not wish the sponsors to receive my  
contact details.

REGISTER ME FOR

 AUCKLAND
ELLERSLIE EVENT CENTRE
27-28 AUGUST

PAYMENT

  PAY BY ENCLOSED CHEQUE: Payable to ‘NZLS CLE Ltd’

  PAY BY DIRECT CREDIT:  Acc. Name ‘NZLS CLE Ltd. Acc. Number 12-3192-004-9995-00 
(Include your surname & name of organisation as the reference)

  PAY BY CREDIT CARD

Card Number: 

- - -

Expiry: 

/
Security code: 

Name on Card: Visa 

 Signature:
Mastercard

Amex 

FEE (Incl GST) - Includes book and all catering, INCLUDING the conference dinner. 
If you wish to bring guest/s to dinner the cost is $65 per person (see below)

Early Bird BY 31 July or AFTER 31 July

NZLS/Associate member   $1,180   $1,230

 Non-member   $1,280   $1,330

DINNER GUESTS   $65 / guest

Name of Guest 1: 

Name of Guest 2: 

 CONFERENCE 
FEE

 BOOK – BOTH HARD 
COPY AND PDF    DINNER GUEST/S TOTAL DUE

 $ + $ + ($65 X ) $ =   $

BOOK*

Books are now available in Hard Copy AND/OR PDF. Please indicate your choice.

Hard Copy    OR $ no extra charge

PDF    OR $ no extra charge

Both Hard Copy and PDF + $30

*BOOK

Hard Copy
Your book will be given to you when you 
register on the day.

PDF
You will be emailed a PDF copy of the 
book 3 working days before the event.

Both Hard Copy & PDF
You will be emailed a PDF copy of the 
book 3 working days before the event, 
and you can collect the hard copy book 
when you register on the day.
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